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INTERNATIONAL PRELIMINARY prr/rR n'^>n'^974 

EXAMINATION REPORT International application No. i /up u^/uo^ / ^ 

I. Basis of the report 

1 With reaard to the elements of the international application (Replacement sheets which have been f^^^nishedto 
^ * tereSn^ to an invitation under Article 14 are referred to^^^ misrepoii as "ongm^^^^ filed 

s^d are not annexed to this report since they do not contain amendments (Rules 70. 16 and 70. 17)). 



Description, Pages 

-J .Q received on 23.09.2004 with letter of 23.09.2004 
Claims, Numbers 

^ .Q received on 23.09.2004 with letter of 23.09.2004 
Drawings, Sheets 

1 /3-3y3 as originally filed 

2 With reaard to the language, all the elements marked above were available or furnished to this Authority in the 
ISfnguSI 2 whS Se intJ?n4tional application was filed, unless oihem\se indicated under this rtem. 

These elements were available or furnished to this Authority in the following language: . which Is: 

□ the language of a translation fumished for the purposes of the intemational search (under Rule 23.1 (b)). 

□ the language of publication of the intemational application (under Rule 48.3(b)). 

□ the language of a translation fumished for the purposes of intemational preliminary examination (under 
Rule 55.2 andhr 55.3). 

3 With regard to any nucleotide andfer amino acid sequence disclosed in the International application, the 
intSnS examination was carried out on the basis of the sequence listing: 

□ contained in the intemational application in written form. 

□ filed together with the Intemational application in computer readable form. 

□ fumished subsequently to this Authority in written form. 

□ furnished subsequently to this Authority in computer readable form. 

□ The statement that the subsequently fumished written sequence listing does not go beyond the disclosure 
in the intemational application as filed has been fumished. 

□ The statement that the infonnation recorded in computer readable form is identical to the written sequence 
listing has been furnished. 

4. The amendments have resulted in the cancellation of: 

□ the description, pages: 

□ the claims, Nos.: 

H the drawings, sheets: 4/4 
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5. □ This report has been established as if (sonne of) the amendments had not been made, since they have 

been considered to go beyond the disclosure as filed (Rule 70.2(c)). 

(Any replacement sheet containing sucli amendments must be refened to under item 1 and annexed to this 
report,) 

6. Additional observations, if necessary: 
see separate sheet 

V. Reasoned statement under Article 35(2) with regard to novelty, Inventive step or industrial applicability; 
citations and explanations supporting such statement 

1. Statement 

Novelty (N) Yes: Claims 1-8 

No: Claims 

Inventive step (IS) Yes: Claims 3 

No: Claims 1 ,2,4-8 

Industrial applicability (lA) Yes: Claims 1-8 

No: Claims 



2. Citations and explanations 
see separate sheet 
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Re Item 1 

Basis of the report 

Drawing page 4/4 has been withdrawn by applicant with letter of 23-09-2004. The 
remaining pages have been renumbered in 1/3-3/3. 

Re Item V 

Reasoned statement with regard to novelty, Inventive step or industrial 
applicability; citations and explanations supporting such statement 

1 Reference is made to the following documents: 

D1: US 4 355 600 A (ZIELINSKI GLORIA J) 26 October 1982 (1982-10-26) 
D2: GB 393 279 (STEVENSEN BERYL) 30 May 1933 (1933-05-30) 

2 The present application does not meet the criteria of Article 33(1 ) PCT, because 
the subject-matter of claim 1 does not involve an inventive step in the sense of 
Article 33(3) PCT. 

2.1 The document D1 discloses (the references in parentheses applying to this 

document): 

Document D1 discloses (the references in parenthesis applying to this document): 
A dressing (11) for a four legged animal comprising: 

a sheet member containing at least two apertures (1 3) for location at or near a 
front end of an animal to which the dressing is to be applied each adapted to 
receive a leg and thereby establish an axis of alignment for the dressing (11) 
relative to a longitudinal axis of an animal to which the dressing is applied; the 
sheet member being bounded by: 

a first transverse (front) side (17), from which the two apertures (13) are spaced 
by an amount considerably less than the overall length of the sheet member, 
having a section which, with the dressing (11) located on an animal the section 
and the apertures (13) serve to establish the axis of alignment as aforesaid; 
a second transverse (rear) side spaced on the axis of alignment and remote from 
the first transverse side (1 7); 

first and second lateral sides (19,19') extending from the first transverse side (17) 
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along on either side of the axis of alignment, each lateral boundary (19,19') of the 
pair extending from the first transverse side (17) to the second transverse side; 
the first lateral side (1 9) of the pair being disposed on one side of the axis of 
alignment and the second lateral side (1 9') being disposed on the other side of the 
axis of alignment to first side; and 

a locating means defined by the sheet member comprising a recess (27) defined 
by the sheet and adapted to receive a body region of an animal on which the 
dressing is to be used in its working configuration to provide for locating of the 
sheet member in the vicinity of the second transverse side on a body of an animal 
to which the dressing is attached to limit movement of the dressing in a direction 
coaxial with or parallel to the axis of alignment; 

the dressing being adapted for being retained in a working configuration around 
the body of an animal with a leg of the animal extending trough each of the 
apertures (13) and a standby configuration where the dressing (1 1) is available for 
use prior to wrapping around an animal. 



2.2 The subject-matter of independant claim 1 differs from the disclosure of 
document D1 In that the sheet member includes two apertures. 

2.3 The problem to be solved by the present invention may therefore be regarded as 
simplifying fastening of an animal dressing against an animal's body. 

2.4 In view of D2 the solution proposed in claim 1 of the present application cannot be 
considered as involving an inventive step (Article 33(3) PCT) for the following 
reasons: 

Document D2 discloses a dressing (1) for a four legged animal comprising a sheet 

member containingJsaca apertures (3). 

D2 also has locating means (see 8 figure 1). 

2.5 Therefore the features disclosed in D1 and D2 would be combined by the skilled 
person, without exercise of any inventive skills in order to solve the problem. The 
proposed solution In independent clairh 1 thus cannot be considered inventive 
(Article 33(3) PCT). 



3 DEPENDENT CLAIMS 2, 4-8 



Form PCT/Sepamte ^eet/409 (Sheet 2) (EPO-April 1997) 



INTERNATIONAL PRELIMINARY international application No. PCT/GB 03/03274 
EXAMINATION REPORT - SEPARATE SHEET 



3.1 The dressing from D2 is siiaped so that In its worl<ing configuration the second 
lateral side leaves exposed a region of the animal body (see 8 in figure 1) (claim 
2) and the apertures (3) include a sleeve (5) (claim 4). Therefore, the subject- 
matter of claims 2,4 is not inventive 

3.2 The dressing from D1 has linkage means chosen from a group comprising: snap 
fasteners, a row of ties and VELCRO loop fasteners (see col. 2, lines 32-35) 
(claim 5), includes means (33,35) for retaining a local dressing (claim 6) and is of 
a material able to withstand a sterilisation process. Therefore, the subject-matter 
of claims 5,6 and 7 is not inventive. 

3.3 Disposable dressings for animals are well known, see eg US6070557 (col. 6, lines 
23-25). Therefore, the subject-matter of claim 8 is not inventive. 



4 DEPENDENT CLAIM 3 

4.1 The additional features of claim 3 are not disclosed in their present form in any of 
the documents cited in the search report. 
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DRESSING 
TEOnOCALFlELO 

This invention teUtea to a dcesang lihat is to say a means serving to provide for 
protection of a part of a body such as one containins a wound. A dressirtg can also 
serve to hold a pad or o&net item in place relative to a part of tiw body. 

Background ART 

The present invention is ddefly,.but not exclusively, conmited with a dressing for a 
four-legged anfanaL A distinction to be draiyn between human bodies and those of 
four legged animals lies fltat in a humanbody arms and legs effectively lie in the same 
plane as the body whereas in a four legged animal fee legs tend to project out of Ae 
plane of tiifebody. In providing a dressing to the body of a humanit Is not usually 
necessary fcr the location of arm. or legs to be involved. In contrast to ftris with a four 
legged animal who has suBtained a body li^ury requiring amajor dressing then 
relating ihe locating and securing of ttie dressing relative to one or more of the legs 
becomes a digntfiGant consideratiGn. 



Jn the event of ix^ury to a four legged animal, especially ones relating to a domestic or 
faimJng environment^ it is common for any surface damage to be treated and dressed 
to protect the surfece area. Sudi a dressing also serves to prevent file animal having 
access to the area and throttgih biting or liddng aggravate the injury and/or remove or 
at least diminish ihe effect of any dressing or medic^n ttiat has been applied. To tliis 
end the dres^ needs to be du^ed from displacement and so needs lobe secured in 

place. This can have two adverse effects. Firstly having treated fherwound the person 
giving the treatment needs to spend some time achieving protection of ifee dressing in 
a -way that resists subsequent accidental displacement or tampering. Secondly as a 
result of securing the dressing Hve animal can be incapacitated to a greater extent than 
is jiwtified merely by the nature ©r &ctent of the injury. 
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German Gebraudismusterschrift DE 200 05 886 discloses a dressing for dogs and cats | 

with any iype of body injury having a one-piece body made of stretchable cotton rep j 

and washable up to 90 degrees C The body is designed to cover the body of the | 
animal, and has sleeves in a»e region of ttie fore legs and back legs. In ihe region of the 

back the body has a Velcro fastener. The body can be manufactured with different 
measurements to suit different sizes of animaL 

DISCLOSURE OF INVEMTKJN 

A dressing for a four legged animal comprising: 

a sheet member including two apertures for location at or near a front end of an 
animal to which the dressing is to be appHed, each aperture being adapted to receive a 
front leg of an animal, characterised in that the sheet member (11) is bounded by: 

a first transverse (front) side (16), from which ihe two apertures (12, 13) are 
spaced by an amount considerably less than ttie overall length of ihe sheet member 

a second transverse (rear) side (17) transverse the axis of aUgnment (X) and 
spaced on the axis (X) remotely from the first transverse side (16); 

first and second Jateral sides (18, 19) extending from the first transverse side (16) 
along on Either aide of the ajds of aligmnent (X), each lateral boundary (18, 19) 
extending from ihe first transverse aide (16) to the second ttansverse side (17); ihe first 
lateral ^de (18) being disposed on one side of the axis of aUgnment (X) and ihe second 
lateral side (19) being disposed on the other side of the axis of alignment PQ to one 
side; 

a locating means (20) definol by, or by way o^ the sheet member (11) comprising 
or induding a cup or recess defined by, or attached to, the sheet (11) and adapted to 
receive a body region of an anhnal with its front legs projecting through apertures (12, 
13) to provide for location of the sheet member (11) on the animal to which the 



005^23 . 09 . 20(k'^^^i<^ 



3 

dressing is mounted so as to limit movement of the dressing relative to the animal in a 
direction coaxial witiv or parallel to, the axis of alignment (X); and 

a complementary linkage means CO provided on the lateral sides (35, 36) to 
enable the first lateral side (35) to be demountably coupled to thfi second lateral side 
(36) in the working configuration of tiie dressing (30) with a leg of the animal 
extending tittough ekdi of the apertures (12, 13) and the first lateral side (35) to be 
freed from coupling with the second lateral side (36) in me standby configuration of 
the dressing. 

According to a first preferred version of the present invention the second lateral side 
(17) is shaped so ttiat with the dtessing in Its working configuration ihe second lateral 
fflde bounds and leaves exposed a predetermined region (DD) of a body of an animal 
when ti»e dressing is in a working configuration. 

AcconJing to a second preferred version of the present invention or of the first 
preferred ver^ ttieteof tite sheet (Kgure 3, 30), in the region of ihe second lateral 
side (in serves to define a number of possible paths (Rl, R2, R3; LI, 12, L3) such as 
by marks or lines or perforations in the sheet ihe paflis providing for the sheet (30) to 
be cut to establish one of these paths as a firesh second lateral ^de for ihe dressing. 

According to a fliird preferred ver^on of the present invention or of any preceding 
preferred version ttvereof at least one of the aperhares (12, 13; Al, A2) include s a sleeve 
extending from the aperture so ihat in the working configuration of the dressing a leg 
of an animal extending Ihrough *e aperture (1?, 13, Al, A2) is aurrounded, and is 
redliently held, by the sleeve. 



t 
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According to a seventh preferred veraton .of the present inveniian or of (he first to fifth 
preferred versions tiiexeof the sheet material is of a type intended for one-of£ 
disposable iisage. 

Brief DescRiFnoN of Drawings 

Hxemplaiy embodiments of the invention will now be described wiih reference to the 
accompanying drawing of dressings for use with four legged Mitimals of which: 

Figure lA shows a plan view of a first embodiment in a ready to use 

conl%uration and 

Hguie IB shoivs ttte dressing of Figure lA located on a tnale dog; 



|: 

ii 
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According to a fourth pref ened verdon of the present invention or of Ae second or 
third preferred veisions thereof ttie complementary linkage means is diosen from a 
group comprising: at least one pair of tapes or strings which can be knotted together, a 
contact material such as VELCRO (RTM), an adhesive or plaster. 

According to a fifth preferred version of the present invention or of any preceding 
preferred veraon thereof the dressing includes means for positively locating or 
retaining a loral dressing on the ^leet member (20) or for retaining znedicaticaw at a 
predetermined locatton on the sheet member (20) in a working coiifiguratian of the 
dressing. 

According to a sfactii preferred version of the present invention or of any preceding 
preferred version thereof the dressing (10, 30) is of a material or materials of a type 
able to withstand at least one autockving or other sterilisation process to enable the |- 
dressing to be re-used. 
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Kgvae 2A shows a plan view of a second embodiment in a ready to use 
ccmflgmatlon and Figure 2B shows the dressing of Kgure 2A located on a 
female dog; and 

Hgure 3 shows a pkn view of a ttUtd embodiment ready to be adjusted and 
fitted. 

the dressings are particularly, but not exdusivdy intended for use for post operathre 
dressing. 

Modes FOR CARftYiNG oxjriHEfinvBNnoN 
Krst Embodiment (Figures lA and B) 

These figures variously show a dressing 10 for a male dog D. Hve dressing 10 
comprises: a sheet member 11 containing two aperhires 12, 13 each adapted to recave 
respectively front legs 14, 15 of th« dog D. The apertures 12, ISaredisposed 
symmetrically on eittier side of axis of alignment A for the dressing 10 relative to 
longitudinal axis X of the dog t>. rb» sheet member 11 is bounded by: 

front transverse side 16 from wWdi the two apertures 12, 13 are spaced by an 
amount P considerably less than the overall length L of the sheet member 11; 

a rear transverse side 17 on tiie axis of alignment A and at Ae opposite end of 
the sheet member 11 to ttw front transverse side 16; 

a pah- of lateral sides respectively first lateral sidelS and second lateral side 19 
extending from the ftont transverse side 16 to the rear transverse wde 17 and 
symmetrically disposed along either ^de of die axis of alignment A. 

Itie sheet member 11 includes a locating means in the form of a cupped section 20 
generated in tids case by sBtching the local part of the sheet member 11. The section 20 
■ serves to provide for location of the sheet member 11 on the body of Ihe dog D to 
which ttie dressing 10 is attached to limit movement of ttie dressing in a direction 
coaxial with or parallel to the axis of alignment A. 
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In addition a seam 21 is provided to establish curvature conformiJig to the underside 
of the dog D so that in use the dressing 10 is a snug fit. 

The dressing 10 is in this case adapted for retention in a working cpnfiguration (as 
shown in Figure IB/ around thfe body of dog D with front legs 14, 15 extending, 
respectively, through apertures 12, 13, The retention is maintained by means of 
compl^entary stripes 23, 24 of VELCRO (RTM) on the lateral sides 18, 19 

It will be seen in this first embodiment that the rear transverse side 17 provides for a 
substantial amount of clearance of rear lower part DD of ti\e dog D typically to enable 
the dog D to excrete matter without soiling the dressing 10* 

Second embodiment (Figures 2A^ 2B) 

These figures variously show a dressing 30 for a female dog F* The dressing 30 is 
broadly similar In form and in function to dressing 10 of Figures 1 A, B, Consequently 
to avoid undue repetitiion where items in Figures 2A and B are sitnilar in form and 
function to Ihose of Figures lA and B then the same reference letter /numerals is used 
in Figure 2 with Hie addition of ^ 

In this case the rear transverse side 27 of the dressing 3D is of less pronounced 
curvature than that of rear transverse side 17 of dressing 10. This provides for greater 
coverage of rear lower section FF of the fS^nale dog F than was available from dressing 
20 for male dog D. This is to provide Unisd dressing is readily applied and retained for a 
female dog F after a spaying qperation* 

Third Embod]ment'(Pigure 3) 

This show a dressing 30 having a sheet member 31 which can be readily adapted to 
suit a particular animals Apertures Al, A2 are comparable in form and function to 
apertures 12, 13 of the first embodiment of Figurel A The dressing: has a front 
transverse side 32 similar in form and function to front side 16 of Figure 1 A. First and 



second lateral sideS/ respectively sides 35^ 36 corre^ondizig in fortn and function to 
first and second lateral sides 18, 19 of Figure lA. Rear portion R of the sheet member 
31 is printed with broken lines, ^ically lines LI, L2, L3 which enable the sheet 31 to 
be cut to the desired length for the case of a particvilar animal and lines Rl, Rl, R3 
which enable tiie sheet 31 to be cut out to reveal to the required extent an area of the 
body of ttie subject animal. The sheet member 31 is of a material which is readily cut 
without fraying. Any use of conventional stitching for whatever purpose, at least in 
ttie rear portion R, is avoided so that any cutting to length or shape does not involve 
cutting stitching. If stitching is to be used then it should be of a type which can be cut 
without the seam involved becoming unstable and uiuraveliing. Alternatives to 
stitching would include gluing, tacking, moulding or stapling. 

In this case the dressing 30 is provided with tape ties T to secure the dresang 30 about 
file body of tlie subject animaL 

The locating means of the invention can provided in a number of ways so as to locate 
the sbsiet on an animal in the vicinity of Ihe second lateral end. Typically the locating 
means can be ties for locating about the tail of the animal. 

Hie material used for the dieet matnbers of each embodiment can be selected to 
achieve one or more de^bred ^ds. typically the material will usually need to be one 
which is porous so as to allow the passage of air to the body beneath the sheet 
However tiiere may be cases where an impervious sheet material is required and this 
Is readily formed into a dressing of the types described. In addition the material can be 
selected depending on the extent to which &e dressing is intended for re-use. For re- 
use the material of the whole dressing should be selected so sas to be readily 
sterilisable, such as by autodaving or chemical means, without deterioration in the 
strengtih or functioning of the dressing. 
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The irmer side of the sheet member can in any given case be provided with means^ 
such as a pocket for positively retaining further tocal dressing material and/or 
medication. 

In an alternative version of the present invention at least one of the apertures or of the 
second apertures can be provided with a sleeve extending away from the sheet 
member to provide for a region of the leg of a subject animal to be sleeved. 

The provision of two leg holes at the front end of the sheet provides for location based 
on a relatively short base lengdt namdy that corresponding to ttie separation between 
the front l^gs. In an alternative embodiment the sheet is as already proposed provided 
with two hole$ but in diis embodiment separated on a longer base length 
corresponding to the separation between a front axtd a back teg. This longer base 
leng& can serve to pirovlde for ihiproved location. 



h 



&roU5TEUALABPLICABEUIY ^ 

The dres^g of the present invention can be readily manufactured in a range of sizes |i 

to cover a raxige of likely animal* subjects. The dressing can have information on it such ki 

as instructions for use^ identity of the suppUer (such as a vet), advertisings address of ^ 
subject The dressings are readily packaged whetiier as single items or as a plurality 
for use in a treatment centre such as a vets or a treatment vehicle. 

t\ 

r- 

!> 

In a basic version of the invention it is envisaged that a sheet member similar to that ^ 
shown as the rear section of Figure 3 can be provided and a front section which/ p- * 

instead of being already pierced by apertures^ can merely have the apertures marked 
for cutting. This provides for exteitsive tase in an animal hospital or a vets of a dressir^ 
marked out after the manner of a dress pattern which is intetided to accoxKCmodate a 
range of possible subject ^es. For a given case such a dressing is readily prepared for 
use for a particular size of subject ai\imal. The sheet m^ber of this ba^c version can 
be provided with the complmientary linkage means along the lateral sides. 
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CLAIMS 



A dressing for a four legged anlirud comprising: 

a sheet member including two apertures for location at or near a front 
end of an animal to which the dressing is to be applied, each aperture being 
adapted to receive a front leg of an animal^ characterised in that the sheet 
member (11) is bounded by: 

a first transverse (front) side (16), from whidi the two apertures (12, 13) 
are spaced by an amotmt considerably less than the overall length of the sheet 
member (11)/ 

a second transverse (rear) ^de (17) transverse ttie axis of alignment PQ 
and spaced on the axis (X) remotely from the first transv^se ride (16); 

first and second lateral sides (18, 19> extending from the first transverse 
side (16) along on either side of the axis of alignment (X), each lateral boundary 
(18, 19) extending from the first transverse side (16) to die second transverse 
side (17); the first lateral side (IS) beUig disposed on one side of the axis of 
alignment (X) and fixe second lateral side (19) being disposed on the other side 
of the axis of alignment (X) to one side> 

a locating means (2X)) defined by, or by way of, the sheet member (11) 
comprising or including a cup or recess adapted to receive a body region of an 
animal with Its front legs projecting through apertures (12, 13) to provide for 
location of the sheet member (11) on the animal so as to limit movement of the 
dressing relative to the animal in a direction coaxial witlv parallel to, the axis 
o( alignment pC); and 

a complementary linkage meanis (T) provided on the lateral sides (35, 36) 
to enable tihe first lateral side (35) to be demountably coupled to the second 
lateral side (36) in tiie working configuration of the dressing (30) with a leg of 
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the animal extendi!^ iluou^ each of fite apertures (12, 13) and the first latexal .;; 
side (35) to be freed from coupling with the second lateral side (36) in tfie j\ 
Standby cx>nfigizration of the dressing. 

it 

2 A dressing as claimed in Claim 1 characterised in that the second lateral side 
(17) is shaped so that with the dressing in its working configuration the second 
lateral ade bounds and leaves exposed a predetenxtined region (DD) of a body 
of an animal when the dresang is in a worldng c<»\figuration. 

3 A dressing as daimed in Claim lor Claim 2 characterised in that Ihes 
(Figure 3, 30), in the region of the second lateral side (17'), serves to define a 
number of possible paths (Rl, R2, E3; LI, L2, L3) such as by marks or lines or j : 
perforations in the sheet, the paths providing for the sheet (30) to be cut to 
establish one of these paths as a fresh second lateral side for the dressing. 



A dressing as daimed in any preceding daim diaract^ed in that at least one 
of the apertures (12, 13; Al, A2) indudes a sleeve extending from the aperture 
so tiiat in title working configuration of the dresrfng a leg of an arrimal extending 
through the aperture (12, 13, Al, A2) is surrounded, and is resiliently held, by 
the sleeve. 

A dressing as daimed in ainy preceding claims 2 to 4 characterised in that the 
complementaxy linkage means is diosen from a group comprising; at le ast one 
pair of tapes or strings whidt can be knotted together, a contact material such as 
VELCRO (RTM), an adhesive or plaster. 
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A dressltig as claimed in any preceding daim characterised in that the dressing 
includes xneans for positively locating or refadning a local dressing on tiie siteet 
member (20) or for retaining medication, at a predetermined location on flie 
sheet member (20) in a workiiig configuration of ttie dressing. 

A dressing as claimed in any preceding ciaim characterised in that ttie dressing 
(10, 30) is of a material or materials of a type able to -withstand at least one 
autodaving or ottwr sterilisation process to enable the dressing to be re-used. 

A dressing as daimed in any of preceding claims 1 to 6 diaracterised in Uiat the 
sheet material is of a typ>e intended for one-off disposable usage. 
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